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RESEARCH ACTIVITIES UNDER THE PROJECT
‘TRANSFORMATION: A NETWORK FOR A SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE THROUGH THE SHARING OF EXPERIENCE AND
KNOWLEDGE’

PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

Prof. Dr Vesela Kazashka took part in DIPP2025 with a joint scientific
publication with Assoc. Prof. Dr Veneta Tabakova-Komsalova. Their
participation highlighted the importance of scientific cooperation, the
exchange of expert experience and an interdisciplinary approach in the study
of contemporary processes of development and transformation.

The presented paper contributed to the professional dialogue within the
forum and highlighted opportunities for future joint research and
partnerships; it has been published in Scopus.
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INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

PARTICIPATION IN SCIENCE WEEK IN ASTANA, KAZAKHSTAN

NATIONAL CHOREOGRAPHY ACADEMY, INTERNATIONAL
SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE ‘GREAT PERSONALITIES OF THE GREAT
STEPPE’

From 12 to 17 April 2025, Prof. Dr Vesela Kazashka and Dr
Tsvetomira Kazashka took part in Science Week in Astana,
Kazakhstan, organised in collaboration with the National
Choreographic Academy.

As part of the programme, they took part in the
international scientific conference “Great Personalities of
the Great Steppe”, which brought together researchers,
lecturers and representatives of the academic community
to exchange knowledge, scientific ideas and best practices.
Their participation highlighted the importance of an
interdisciplinary  approach, cultural dialogue and
international cooperation as key factors in the development
of contemporary science, education and the arts.
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LISBON, BULGARIA

MEETING OF THE SA 22156 TEAM

In connection with Prof. Dr Vesela Kazashka’s participation
in the international scientific network, she took part in a
working meeting in Lisbon, Portugal, from 18 February 2026
to 21 February 2026.

The meeting aimed to coordinate the activities of the
international team, discuss the progress made and plan
future initiatives within the network. Participation provided
an opportunity to exchange experience and knowledge,
present research interests and expand international
cooperation in the field of transformational processes and
sustainable development.

PLATFORM FOR
MENTORING AND
INTERDISCIPLINARY
RESEARCH

AGORA — CONNECTING PEOPLE IN SCIENCE, ART AND CULTURE

As part of TransformERS, the AGORA platform was
developed —an online space for connecting mentors, young
researchers and scientists from various scientific fields. A
database of 150 people has been established, who will also
register on the platform so that young scientists and
researchers from different disciplines can discuss scientific
issues.

The platform encourages the exchange of knowledge,
experience and best practices related to societal
transformations and a sustainable future. It supports the
development of an interdisciplinary scientific community in
which researchers, practitioners and experts can share
ideas and discover opportunities for collaboration.
https://www.agora-mentors.eu
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RESEARCH TOPICS

The project’s research has identified two interrelated areas of transformation — transformation in the arts and
scientific transformation. The overall research focus is on the role of digitisation, interdisciplinarity, cultural heritage
and new models for evaluating and managing artistic and scientific activity.

The first area — transformation in the arts — relates to the digital presentation, preservation and management of
cultural heritage. Publications on the digitisation of Bulgarian folk dance, the development of ontology and digital arts
management highlight the need to create sustainable models for describing, structuring and promoting artistic and folk
practices. This approach transforms art into an active participant in the processes of digital, cultural and social
transformation.

The second strand — scientific transformation — examines change in the scientific environment through inclusive
models, new research infrastructures and evaluation tools. Publications on women in science, education and the arts,
on inclusive scientific and artistic environments, as well as the development of a formal model and prototype
infrastructure for evaluating artistic research activity through the Artistic Contribution Index, demonstrate a
commitment to modernising scientific practices and to recognising artistic contribution as a significant scientific and
societal resource.

Taken as a whole, the publications establish an interdisciplinary framework in which art, science, digital technologies
and cultural heritage are viewed as mutually reinforcing factors for sustainable development. They demonstrate that
future transformation requires not only technological solutions, but also new conceptual models, new forms of
collaboration and a broader understanding of scientific, cultural and artistic contributions.



ROUND TABLE

RESEARCHERS FROM THE REGIONAL CLUSTER ON PLANT SCIENCE DISCUSSED THE TOPIC OF FUTURE TRANSFORMATION IN THE
SECTOR

WORK IN FOCUS GROUPS

On 21-22 April, a round table on the topic of ‘Transformation and Sharing of Experience and Knowledge for a
Sustainable Future’ was held in Hisarya, organised by the Centre for Plant Systems Biology and Biotechnology —
Plovdiv as part of the project “Transformation: a network for a sustainable future through the sharing of experience
and knowledge”, funded by the Scientific Research Fund and linked to COST Action CA22156.

During the event, Prof. Vesela Kazashka presented the COST Action and the concept of future transformations in
support of sustainable development, whilst Marina Mircheva-Topalova presented the Centre for Plant Systems
Biology and Biotechnology as a successful example of long-term institutional transformation.

The main focus was on the creation of focus groups with participants from a regional plant production cluster in the
South-Central region, bringing together universities, research organisations and business representatives. The meeting
was attended by partners from scientific and educational institutions, as well as business representatives, including the
Bulgarian Raspberry Growers’ Association, OPORA ZADEN - Tsalapitsa and Start 2005 Ltd — Popovo, and
representatives of the Otbrani brand.




